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ColumbiaGrid
• Mission: Improve the reliability of the NW transmission grid 

and efficiency in its use, and to provide sustainable benefits 
for its Members and the region. 

• Eight Members: Avista, Bonneville Power Administration, 
Chelan County PUD, Grant County PUD, Puget Sound Energy, 
Seattle City Light, Snohomish County PUD, Tacoma Power

• Non-profit corporation with 12 Employees and a 3 member 
Independent Board

• Main Activities
– Transmission Planning

– Common Open Access Same-time Information System (OASIS)
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System Assessments



Transmission Expansion Plans



ColumbiaGrid 10-year Plan
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New Study Team 
Cross Cascades
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• 10-year Plan in 2011
• 20-year Plan in 2013
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CAISO

•CAISO02 Sunrise

•CAISO03 Blythe-Devers

•CAISO04 Tehachapi Upgrade

SSPG

•SSPG02 SWIP South

•SSPG05 TCP Harry Allen - Northwest

•SSPG06 TCP Northwest – Amargosa

SWAT

•SWAT01 PV-NG#2

•SWAT06 Pinal Central – Tortolita

•SWAT07 Southeast Valley (SEV)

•SWAT08 PV - Morgan

CCPG

•CCPG02 Pawnee – Smoky Hill

•CCPG03 Waterton- Midway

•CCPG04 San Luis Valley
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FOUNDATIONAL PROJECTS BY 2020 NTTG

•NTTG01 Gateway South Phase 1

•NTTG02 Gateway Central Phase 1

•NTTG03 Gateway West Phase 1

•NTTG05 Hemingway – Boardman

•NTTG06 Cascade Crossing

CG

•CG01 I-5 Corridor

•CG02 West McNary

•CG03 Big Eddy – Knight

•CG04 Little Goose Area Reinforcement

BCH
•BCH01 Nicola – Meridian

•BCH03 BC-US Intertie

Alberta AESO
•AESO03 1202L Conversion
•AESO04 Heartland
•AESO05 West HVDC
•AESO06 East HVDC
•AESO07 Fort McMurray - East Line
•AESO08 Fort McMurray - West Line
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(1) Map does not reflect 230 or 240 kV  lines that are included in the Foundational Transmission Project List.
(2) Internal reinforcements projects not shown for clarity.
(3) Lines shown are for illustrative purposes only and may not reflect final line routing.
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OASIS: Open Access Same-Time Information System 
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CG Members that 
Operate an OASIS
• Avista (AVAT)
• BPA (BPAT)
• Puget (PSEI)



OASIS – Near term enhancements

• Allow for Transmission Service Requests (TSRs) 
to be submitted through CG’s OASIS Portal
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Other Activities
• Joint Initiatives (ColumbiaGrid, NTTG and WestConnect) –

Primary purpose is to facilitate wind generation integration
– Dynamic Scheduling System (DSS) 

– Intra-hour Scheduling Business Practices between Balancing 
Authorities

– Intra-hour Transaction Accelerator Platform (I-TAP) 

• Wind Integration Study Team (ColumbiaGrid and NTTG) 
– Addressing technical limits to dynamic transfers

– Evaluating the benefits of accession of the report “Relative Northwest 
Benefits of Local vs. Remote Wind Generation”

• Open Season Scoping
– handle transmission service requests that span several transmission 

providers

– Goal is to have a proposal by end of 2010



15

Questions?
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